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Can New Mexico Save the World?

Law Center Attorney Bruce Frederick (in white) makes the case for climate change solution to the EIB.
A battery of opposing attorneys sits to his right.

It boils down to this: The boat is burning.
Should we grab a bucket and start throwing
water on the fire, and hope that our
shipmates will soon pitch in? Or should
we cozy down into deckchairs, grab our
s'mores, and hope the coast guard arrives
before we go down?

Sound like the climate change debate?

If you're in the fossil fuel industry or a
politician, chances are that you've got a
marshmallow on your stick, and you're
clamoring for national climate change
legislation, with all its giveaways, or
nothing. You're probably confident that fed-
eral laws — even the weak and meaningless
kind-will not come along anytime soon.

But if you're a New Mexican who is
concerned about less water and more heat,
you've probably got your hand on a bucket.
You're calling for a climate change proposal
that will tackle our state’s carbon emissions.
And if New Mexico springs into action,
maybe other states will, too.

Our client, New Energy Economy, has
put forth a simple, flexible 5 page
regulation. It would direct our state’s power
plants, oil refineries and gas processing
plants to ratchet down their carbon dioxide
emissions from major facilities by 3% each
year for 8 years, beginning in 2013.

This effort alone would make a serious
dent: these facilities contribute about 40%
of our annual emissions.

In August, during the first phase of the
public hearing on this proposed regulation,
we presented technical experts who explained
how New Mexicans face a bleak future if no
one acts. How our plan would add less
than 1% to utility bills every year. How
conservation measures could take carbon
out of the atmosphere and save money for
industries. And how taking on climate
change now can position New Mexico at
the vanguard of the new green economy.

Law Center Attorney Bruce Frederick,
with help from attorneys Mariel Nanasi of
New Energy Economy and Laura Sanchez
of the Natural Resources Defense Council,
faced no fewer than eight attorneys who
represented opponents such as PNM, the
New Mexico Oil and Gas Association, and
the City of Farmington. We anticipate that
the EIB will
render a
decision before
the end of the
year. It can
adopt the
regulation as
proposed, reject
it, or adopt it
with changes.

Check out New Energy Economy’s
proposal on our website, nmelc.org.

Experts arque that
greenhouse gas regulations
could catalyze the nation

“1 don’t see a comprehensive
[federal] bill going anywhere in
the next two years.”

—Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee Chair Jeff Bingaman (D-NM),

at the Reuters Washington Summiit,
September 22,2010

“The general basis for climate
change science is solid based on
basic fundamentals of
atmospheric physics.”

—Dr. David Gutzler, climatologist, UNM

faculty, and member of the UN Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change

“Frankly, if every jurisdiction says
that “we, by ourselves, cannot
affect an outcome, so we are not
going to act,” then nobody is going
to act and we are not going to
have an answer.”

— Steve Michel, Western Resource

Advocates, in his technical testimony
to the EIB

“Instead of waiting and asking for
a change to be made, why don’t
we become the change itself and
support a carbon cap here in
New Mexico?”

—Jorge Martinez, Santa Fe Preparatory

School senior, in his public testimony
to the EIB

The Climate Change Leadership
Institute gave NMELC attorney
Bruce Frederick and John Fogarty of
New Energy Economy the Climate
Courage Award for their joint effort
petitioning the NM Environmental
Improvement Board to implement
statewide limits on human induced
climate change pollution.
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505.989.9022 / www.nmelc.org

JUSTICE BARS make great gifts!

Three delicious flavors; Made with ”~
local ingredients and Organic
chocolate; 100% profits
support our work.
Order online:
nmelc.org
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Thank you! Green Business Partners
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Become a Green Business Partner

People support businesses that support good causes! Partner benefits include increased visibility for your organization’s
logo in this newsletter; in our monthly Enews, in print ads and on our website; tickets to Law Center events; and special
mention in our donor recognition lists. Contact Sebia Hawkins at 505.989.9022, ext. 27 to learn more.



